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£xiled Altanizn king '‘'upset'' over failed coup

vy RICHARD ROY

JGHANNES3ZURG, South Africa

Exiled King Leka of Albania was reported ''extremely upset'’ Wednescay over
& failed zttempt by mepbers of his National Liberation Army to overthrow the
Comnmunist government of his native land.

Albaniz announced Tuesday it had ''liguidated'’ an armed force of Albanian
erigres »ho landed on its coast by boat Saturday night in a bid to topple the

Communist government in the tiny, isclated Balkan country.

''My husband told me he was extremely upset over the news,'' Gueen Susan,
told UPI in Johannesburg, South Africa, where she and Leka live in exile. lLeka
spcke to his wife in a phong ¢all from Paris.

The Australian-born Susan said Leka, a towering é-foot 9-inch man with
wilitary bearing, was ''not actively'' involved in preparations for the coup bid
but was '‘very sad that good men had been killed.''

The landing party, which carried automatic weapons, radios and special
subversive eguipment,'' was overcome in five hours, the Albanians said.

It was not clear whether 211 those ''liquidated'' were actually killed, or
rerely captured.

In Paris, the 43-yedr-old lLeka told the France Soir newspaper that he
Tcasidered the mission virtual suicide and had asked its commander to ''pastpone
:t, if not cancegl it.'®

He cocnfirmeg the armed eni
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Army. gres were members of his ''National Liberation

tWDLffié §2533§Z taken from Albania by his father King Zog in 1939 at the 2ge of
s an invasion by Italian dictator Benitp p ini .
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reveal any details of the cperation, claiming they were militaiy Sec;etsfu-e 0

-;.Leka'tcld Fr;nce Soir the commando leader, identified b
€.~er‘tneﬂ%huarted landing as Xhevdet Mustafa, was one gf
é5-year-old exile who lived for many years in New Zezland.
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, .. nesponsible for a group of fighters belonging to our National Liberatic
Aray, Leka said, '‘'he put togeth o _ aticn

co soicidal tios ' g_ ier an ogperation which had eppeared to us to he
£0 5 da at we had asked him to Postpone it, if not cancel it, '

France-50ir said Leka tlaimed j '
i to head an army of €xiles who have already

Feirticipgated in a number of ''destabilization Operaticns'' inside Albznia
4 [54 .
) Lekz has sagd several times guring the past ten Y€ars he 1is greanizipe =
87RO coup sgainst the Tirana regime. i TR
Y
:xﬂV?iPﬂUII

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/07/26 : CIA-RDP90-00552R000303090028-8



